Jane’s “Walk” 2021 Coming May 3–9
Municipal Art Society Hosts Annual Tribute to Urban Activist Jane Jacobs with nearly 200 Free
Virtual and Self-Guided Activities
(April 22, 2021 | New York, New York) The Municipal Art Society of New York (MAS) announced
that Jane’s Walk NYC, a festival celebrating urban life, will be held over seven days beginning
May 3, 2021. Although guided, in-person group walks will remain suspended this year, Jane’s
Walk NYC is back in a new format that will offer live and on-demand activities, with new ways
to explore, share stories about the city, and connect with fellow New Yorkers.
“At MAS, Jane’s Walk has always heralded the start of spring, a weekend of celebration and
exploration that brings us closer to our city after a season spent hunkered down indoors from
the cold,” said Elizabeth Goldstein, President of MAS. “This year, as with last, our lives look a bit
different and so too does our festival—but the spirit and energy of Jane’s Walk is as strong as
ever. We are delighted to offer nearly 200 “walks” this year, many of which take us further
afield than our guided in-person walks ever could.”
From self-guided strolls to Zoom talks to social media activations, there’s something for
everyone to enjoy across the five boroughs. Live events are now online and accepting RSVPs.
Highlights include the following:
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Eavesdrop as actresses channel their best Jane Jacobs for a six-way Zoom call with our
festival's namesake in Janes Calling
Catch an Instagram story on the future of New York City street life with the Sunnyside
Woodside Open Streets Walk
Sync up with our neighbors in Barcelona for a simultaneous discussion with NYC versus
Barcelona: How the Pandemic is Transforming our Cities (hosted in English and
Spanish!)
Catch a ride on the longest line in the subway system by climbing aboard Take the A
Train!
Explore the remnants of the Underground Railroad with Ferry to Freedom: The
Abolitionists of Washington Heights
Learn how three cities are reclaiming public spaces beneath highways, trains, and
bridges with What’s Under there? El-Spaces in Brooklyn, Toronto, and Miami
Discover wetlands, deer trails, oyster middens, and more with Mapping Staten Island's
Wild Creeks
Explore the global impact and personal history of one of architecture's biggest stars
with I.M. Pei and the Asian American Experience
Listen in on a special conversation between Michael Kimmelman and Suketu Mehta “A
Year of Healing, Hope, and Learnings from Walking NYC”

On-demand events can be enjoyed throughout the week of May 3. These offerings will not be
posted until the festival begins, but will include scavenger hunts, self-guided audio tours, and

virtual walks that let you crisscross the five boroughs, venture into far-off corners of the city,
and even visit other Jane’s Walk celebrations around the world. MAS and Urban Archive will
once again join together to offer a special collection of virtual Jane’s Walk stories that explore
historic photos of NYC.
Members of the press, please contact Meaghan Baron at mbaron@mas.org
ABOUT THE MUNICIPAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW YORK
The Municipal Art Society of New York (MAS) lifts up the voices of the people in the debates
that shape New York’s built environment and leads the way toward a more livable city from
sidewalk to skyline. MAS envisions a future in which all New Yorkers share in the richness of city
life—where growth is balanced, character endures, and a resilient future is secured. Over more
than 125 years of history, our advocacy efforts have led to the creation of the New York City
Planning Commission, Public Design Commission, Landmarks Preservation Commission, and the
Tribute in Light; the preservation of Grand Central Terminal, the lights of Times Square, and the
Garment District; the conservation of more than 50 works of public art; and the founding of
such civic organizations as the Public Art Fund, the New York Landmarks Conservancy, P.S. 1,
the Historic Districts Council, the Park Avenue Armory Conservancy, and the Waterfront
Alliance.

